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Calling and texting people is probably a big part of what you do on your Android phone. Why not make it as easy as possible to reach your favorites? We’ll show you how to add shortcuts to contacts. Add Contacts to Home Screen with Google Contacts Google has its own Contacts app that comes pre-installed on Pixel phones, but it’s also available in
the Play Store for all Android devices. This is the first method we’ll use to add contacts to the home screen. Open the Google Contacts app and select a contact from the list. Tap the three-dot menu icon in the top right corner. Select “Add to Home Screen.” Now you can either touch and hold the icon to manually place it on the home screen or select
“Add to Home Screen” to put it there automatically. The shortcut will now be on your home screen, and you can tap it to quickly go to the person’s contact page and start a call or text! Add Contacts to Home Screen with Samsung Contacts Samsung’s built-in Contacts app for Galaxy devices also supports home screen shortcuts, though it’s not quite as
simple as the Google Contacts app. We have to use a widget. First, touch and hold any blank space on the home screen and select “Widgets.” Scroll through the list of widgets until you find “Contacts.” This will bring up a menu where you can actually choose from three different contact shortcuts. Contact: Open the person’s contact information page.
Direct Dial: Immediately starts a phone call. Direct Message: Opens directly to an SMS conversation with the person. Scroll from left to right to choose a widget, then tap “Add.” Next, select the contact for the shortcut. The shortcut will be added to your home screen, and you can simply tap it to do the selected action! Little things like this can make
life a lot easier. You might have a few people you contact a lot, and you could put all these shortcuts on one page for easy access. RELATED: How to Add Google Maps Shortcuts to Your Android Home Screen Ringya, a clever and useful contact-management app for iPhones, is now available for Android devices. It’s free. It does something very cool.
And you’re going to want to try it. iOS and Android have no shortage of apps that manage contacts, allow group texting, and/or provide contextual caller ID. Ringya does all of these. But here’s what impresses me: Ringya can take a photo of a printed contact list and import the names and numbers into a new “Ring” (or group) within the app. You just
take a picture, wait a few minutes for Ringya servers to process the image and convert it into contact entries, and it appears within the app. The first time I tried it on my Samsung Galaxy Note, the conversion failed. But I tried again on that phone as well as on my iPhone 5 and it worked beautifully on both. The printed list of contacts I threw at
Ringya wasn’t perfect, either. The font size was small, and the piece of paper had been folded in several places. A spot check of the contacts the app captured showed complete accuracy. In reality, you probably won’t have that many printed phone lists to import. Ringya also imports contacts from your phone’s address book or a Word or Excel
document. You can enter contacts manually, too. The service isn’t designed for importing business cards, however. Another downside: You can’t choose to import your Ringya contacts into your phone’s address book. As the app’s help section confusingly states: “Ringya places your contact lists in Rings within the application and keeps some contact
information in your address book, not as normal contacts; that is, you will most likely not see them at all although they are there.” Come again? Once you’'ve set up a Ring, you can send group texts or emails or call individuals within a group. When someone from one of your Rings calls you, you see some information on them, such as the Ring you've
added them to. If you share that Ring with the others in it and they later change their contact information Ringya updates their information on your device accordingly. In fact, Ringya will update that contact info for everyone within the Ring, as long as they use the Ringya app. Ringya has some room for improvement. But if the developers stick with
it and add a little more functionality, it could be a killer contact-management app. You know what’s not cool? Having that default block letter as a contact picture for your favorite contacts in your phone. They’re your favorites! Your besties, your husband or wife, even your kids. C’'mon guys, they deserve better than the first letter of their first name.
It’s up to you to make this right. But don’t fret—we’re here to help. It’s kinda what we do. Before we get started, it’s worth pointing out that this process may vary slightly between manufacturers. Since all the big ones—Samsung, LG, Huawei, etc.—all do their own thing where the dialer is concerned, it may look slightly different depending on what
model you're using. Fortunately, it’s pretty easy to figure out what to do once you get started, because the contacts portion of most dialers isn’t that different. Okay, ready? Let’s do this thing. The first thing you’ll want to do is open the dialer (also known as the “Phone” app). From there, just find the contact you’d like to add/change the picture for.
This is the part where things may vary depending on your handset. On most phones, you tap the picture itself to open the contact card. The primary exemption here is in the Favorites list on Samsung and Stock Android phones: tapping the image will call the contact. You'll need to tap the little “i” on Samsung phones, or the three-dot overflow menu
button on stock phones. In the full contact list, however, you can still just tap the picture. It’s stupid, really. Once on the contact card page, hit the “Edit” button—it may say the word “edit,” or it may just be a pencil icon. Either way, it should be in the upper right corner. Out of the phones I tested, the Huawei Honor 5X was the only one that had it in a
different place—it’s at the bottom. Still, it should be pretty clear which icon to tap. This is the menu where you can edit everything dealing with that particular contact, not just the picture. But changing the image is pretty easy: just tap it. Tapping the picture will open an edit edit menu where you can take a new picture or select one from the Gallery,
then crop it to your liking. Once chosen, it will show up in the contact’s card. When you’re done, just hit “Save”—the new image should sync across all your Android devices. While Android’s openness is easily one of its biggest strengths, it’s also what makes simple things like changing a contact picture a more convoluted process than it should be
since it doesn’t work the same way across devices. Fortunately, it isn’t that difficult regardless of manufacturer UI, especially once you’ve done it at least once. It’s astounding to me how many opportunities we miss to make communication easier. And by communication, in this case, I'm talkin g about applications ranging from simple hi-how-do-you-
do interactions to business deals getting done, or NOT getting done as it relates to communication. I've found that lots of times, it’s a problem of omissions and assumptions. Here are some situations, a common way people handle them, and then a way or ways to hack them into better interactions. —- Situation: Meeting someone for the second time.
Common Interaction: “Hi, how are you doing?” (pause) “Great!” What’s missing in the above is that by opening your second ever meeting with someone by saying, “Hi, how are you doing,” you're not giving the other person context, in case they’ve forgotten your name. It assumes a lot. Further, if they HAVE forgotten your name, you’ve put them in a
rough position. « Scroll down to continue reading article « . Scroll down to continue reading article . Instead, try this: “Hi, Leon. Chris Brogan. It was great meeting you last week at the Network2 party.” The response has everything. It shows you remember HIS name, tells who you are, and gives Leon context. —- Situation: You're at a conference,
and there’s a Q&A. Common Interaction: “Could you tell me about the RSS capabilities?” « Scroll down to continue reading article + « Scroll down to continue reading article . You’ve submitted the basic question and that’s okay. But here are a few things you can do to improve it. Ask the person speaking BY NAME your question. Second, give your
name and affiliation (briefly!), and then ask the question. Remember that there are more people in the room than you at a conference. Part of attending conferences is to build your contact list (did you know that?). Make it easier for others, and they’ll make it easier to connect afterwards. Instead, try this: “Jenny, Chris Brogan from Network2. Can you
tell me about the RSS capabilities?” —- Situation: Chatter at a party Common Interaction: “So, what do you do?” . Scroll down to continue reading article + « Scroll down to continue reading article . It’s not a horrible question, but it’s also such an easy one to drop into a dead end. Think about your answer. “I run a liquor store.” Or whatever. It
requires YOU to come back with a good probing question, like, “Oh, you must see some interesting characters there.” And that has a second chance to be a dead end. Try for something unique, but not TOO far out there. Instead, try this: “What’s something you hope to do over the next year?” —- The goal is simply to build better handles into both sides
of all your communication interactions. If you help people communicate with you, they’ll ease the conversation, and the payoff will be better on all fronts. . Scroll down to continue reading article . . Scroll down to continue reading article . So, what are some of YOUR conversation and contact tricks? —Chris Brogan is Community Developer at
Network?2. There’s a party in New York on the 15th if you want to meet him. Just drop him a line: chris at network2.tv
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